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ſhed by the ELvers and MESSENGERS of. 1 7 
URCHES, being met in AssOcATTORH at AvVLCESTER} in 
ARWICKSHIRE, on the 6th. and 7th of Jens; 1786. 
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4 AS by the Circular Letter, publiſhed by the 
eeeeelders and meſſengers of ſeveral Baptiſt churches, at 
i tmeir late Aſſociation, holden at Aulceſter, in the 
1 of Warwick, on the 6th and 2th days of 
June, 1786, 1 find myſelf branded wich tl oppro- 
bdDious name of Antinomian, as denying the law to 
n is: 'A role f life or conduct to a believer; there- 
ſore, in vindication of myſelf, and I may ſay of the 
W itſelf, I have conſented to the publication of 
* =: the following tter, wherein my objections to that 
= - 3 are FO and my leading ſe 
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RUTH can never ſuffer by a free . 
kor that will ſtand when every thing elſe ſhall + 
The things which can be ſhaken' ſhall be re- 


PT 


moved, but thoſe things which cannot Ye ſhaken, 


Will remain, 


Amidſt the variety of eien which Wen in 
hiv day, the chriſtian knows that the foundation. | 
- Randeth ſure; becauſe his faith is not merely an 
_ affenc of the underftanding, but a faving e 
ef Chriſt, made to his foul by the Spirit of God, 
whereby be is enabled to apprebend that for which * 
he alſo was apprebended ; 
Paul's definition of faith 


(hat it is the ſubſtance of + 
. things boped for, and the 


evidence of things not ſeen) 


is known and felt in his ſoul's experience; his faith 


V2 does not hand upon the wiſdom of man, but on | the . 
1 of” Cog: + : 


The apoſtle ell of fe. JE e ever ls. ; 
ing, never able 10 come to the” knowledge of the + 
trurh. Wretched exiſtence! dreadful uncertainty |. 5 


5 What! is this religion to be always perplexed with, 


doubts and fears? to be always in ſuſpence ag; to the 
true ſtate of the ſoul? If this is religion, then it 


may well be charged with making our lives a; 
miſerable. 


An affured knowledge of (ration: by the rei.” C 


55 of fins, is a doctrine not e by men in 
Seneral; ; therefore, | it is no wonder tige, as an article 
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ſo that, the truth of St. © 2 1 
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"of faith, it t ſhould be 9 ve eded, ant its 1 1 
Vvocates defpiſed as "deſigning Knaves, credulops 
fools, or mad-brained enthuſiaſts. This treatment 
is expected from the world in general,” for thoſe, 


3 1 5 vbo now bear the cleareſt and boldeſt teſtimony - 


Jeſus, and his power to ſave, were formerly the _ 5 
violent oppoſers of this truth: for. my owa part, 
can ſay, with Oh Paul, that 1 preach that faith 1 1 
once deſtroyed. But pretended friends are allow-.. 3 
ed to be the greateſt enemies. Many, Who Are” - 
_ eſteemed goſpel preachers, are, nevertheleſs, the: . 
ae enemies to the. doctrines of free grace, and 
Juſtification by faith alone; ſor, though they profes 
to hold theſe doctrines, yet, at the ſame time, ehey 
Hold ſentiments contrary to them. Theſe men vll, 
not deny but the knowledge. of ſalvation is attain- 


42 eſfential t to faith; and frequently infinuate, 
that a doubting chriſtian 15 generally the beſt. = 
once heard this ſentiment advanced, “ he. who 
_«*foubts moſt has leaſt room to doubt. e 


as much as to ſay, that the greateſt unbaliever is LY 2 


— KA, ” 


Too” . 72 4 
_ the ſafeſt ſtate. f * 


Os 


In reſpect to the Circular er (my e 


obſerve, in the firſt. place, that it ſeems calculated 
to lead the mind aſtray: from the truth, as revealed 


in the ſeriptures, becauſe chere is not one ſingle text N 


- of: feripture brought in proof of their aſſertions, 


. 5 Which are to, be eſtabliſhed upon falid argument. ; 


_ And, in the ſecond place, they attempt to prejudice 
the minds of their readers * all 0 109 not ap- 
| 1465 12 3 ; * 42 a , 2 cs 20 
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able, yet they ſay. it is rarely artained, it is by: 4 


0 1 . = 7 Fe which are given in the following letter) 1 mut . 


it is becauſe there is no Tight in him. If the ſerip- 
tures, are the unerring. ſtandard, on which God has 3 
Kamped. bis own authority, then we appeal to theſe,  - 


= miniſters and meſſenger , give place to the name and 
. authority of him who is God over all, bleſſed for OR 
NH evermore, . 15 


©» prove of that 1 term or RY the Tow 


: them with the name of Antinomians. But if truth 


. boch, have been induſtriouſly propagated, repreſent- Oo 
ing me as preaching doctrines which lead to licen- ET, 
ph, tiouſneſs, I do moſt ſolemnly declare, as God is 8 - = 
-— witneſs, that I do from my heart abhor, deteſt, ang 8 
ahjure the licentious tenets charged upon me, and 
do now publicly declare, that the reports induſtri- — 
5 -ouſly propagated, are baſe, malicious, and ground-. „ 


ON 95 ag. 


rule” of life or conduct to a believer, by 400: fl | 


he the object, let party prejudices and perſonal 


h Attachments be laid aſide; to the law and to the te. 


timopy⸗ if any man ſpeaks not agreeable to this, 5 1 
Let the authority of ſynods, councils, aſſemblies, 


As malicious reports, and wal aborninable Falſe. 


ess falſchoods. And, "that che doctrines whith T 
- preach, ſo far from having any tendency to Ticenti-: + Tg 
'ouſneſs, are the only doctrines calculated to reſtrain > 


= from that which is evil, and conſtrain to that Which „ 


is good. Becauſe, no man can live to God till he. 55 


is dead to the Jaw, as St. Paul ſays,. wherefore, n . 
Y brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body 1 


'of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be married to another, and Hes . iy 


Bring forth. fl ruit unto God; for the grace of. Ged, 5 7% 7+ : jp =" 


8 N _ bringeth Ve tracheth us 5 10 7 * 


i 8 * 25 n 1 3 * Rom. vii. 4. 95 
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= 0 151 ef lufts, and 175 live OY po; ond yy 
beh., in this preſent world . 
"How far the following | ubnebtidn may tits whe 
end of removing prejudices, the event only muſt 
determine; but if this letter ſhould fall into the 
hands of any who have tithetto ſubmitted to the | 
8 judgment of others, I only beg that they Would 
read and judge for themſelves; for do our laws 
—_ 'condemn any man before he has been heard? It is 
2n act of injuſtice and cruelty to liſten to evil ſur- 
—_ raiſes, and propagate malicious reports againſt any 
muan with whom you are unacquainted; neither 
.._ ' _ knowing his doctrine, purpoſe, principles, nor man · 
Her. of life, only as yon have been informed by his 
enemies. But as theſe pretend to ſo much zeal for 
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deute law, it may perhaps be ſuppoſed that they muſt 
—_: neceſſarily be good men, who would not be guilt! 
— 1 of a _wilful lie, nor live in the wilful and allowed 
ny violation 4] of. any known precept; but St. Paul, ad- 
11 I dreſſed himſelf tothoſe WhO likewiſe boaſted of the 
NH law, when he ſaid, thou that niakeſt thy. boaſt of 
14 . the low, through breaking the, law -diſhonaureſt ' thou 
11 55 Godt; ; for neither do they keep the law themſelves, 
14 who contend ſo earneſtiy about, the law, but deſire 
4 io make a fair ſhey in the Kehr, and to be thought 
1 5 holy juſt, and good. 
BY ca r Lord fays, that chere Mal ariſe falſe Chris 
1 and falſe prophets and they Mall deceive many; 
| ] and he def cribes . 5 as apolves in ſheeps cloath- 
| F EY ing, who, under. the malk of outward ſanity, whilſt 
"8 they are pleading for he ys effectually under- 
=: . 8 » Titus ii, 12, - Ove 4 Rom. f ii. * 

LIM . 55 Sr ROY 


mine the goſpel of our Cvitioh: for 1 wilt. ven- | 


- oppoſed in the church of Rome. 


ſing, are inſeparably connected. If the believer is 
under the law, he is under the curſe; for as maß, © 


If the believer is under the curſe, wherein does he 


acceptance with God depends upon our own per- 1 
living can be juſtified ; if our own perſonal obedience 
to the moral law is to be the evidence of faith, then 


no man ever had faith, for no man was ever able, for 
a ſingle hour, to obey and keep the law. 


8 as the Lord ſhalkEnable and aſſiſt me, I would „ 


eee Jonfual and devilifh ; therefore, : a chriſtian. £ 


* 5 fy 1 15 „ ; 9 
ture to affirm, that if the law is to be eſtabliſhed as 
a rule to a believer, the doctrine of juſtification by + 
faith alone is effectually overturned, and a wide 


door is opened to all the errors which our forefathers 


The law and the curſe, the goſpel and the bleſ- 


a are of the works of the law are under the curſe *. 


differ from an unbeliever ? or how ſhall we diſtin- 
guiſh between a believer and an unbeliever ? If our 


ſonal obedience to the moral law, I am ſure no man 


The Baptiſts have affirmed, in their Circular Let- 5 1 


ter, That man has a capacity of being governed 
by the law—that he is a free agen —that he has i 
e rationality, whereby he can know the difference 
between moral good and evil—thar a believer. is, .' 


„under an obligation to fulfil the law.“ All 9 ” 
I deny, and the ſentiments I abhor, and as they have 
attempted to prove theſe aſſertions by ſolid argument, 


:deayour to prove the contra by /olid ſcripture ; for ©. = 
I read, that the wiſdom. which is from beneath ie: 
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cen receive no argument, however far 5 
it may appear, if he has not ſcripture, prod. . He 


"Knows that the devil! is killed in arguments: <2 8 2 
8 are his miniſters, He knows that the evil. an. : ol | 


5 by 
transform bimſelf ! 25 an N of. Tight and en 
his miniſters.” ' AT ns as AA 81 


It muſt be conſelled. that they -Baprits) 18 bei Ne N : 
E> have uttered great: ſwelling. words; af che, E 
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dg really ſtand poſſeſſed of thoſe pewer 
dhey boaſt, they have whereof to glory, and may = 
look down, conſcious of worth, with an air of "= 


periority and ſovereign contempt upon thoſe who! * 
feel the plague of; their own hearts, and deny their 
own wiſdom, righteoniſneſs, and ſtrength, to ler, ; 
only in the Lord, «Grd id, ſays St. Paul, war 
1 3 ſhould glory, aue in i croſs of - our Los: Io 8 
4 585 5 K. But as to theſe. Bapriſts, if we: may be 1 
; oed to judge by che « Wious meaning of 5 £ 1 
ite language of their hearts is this You; WHji mm 
5 : * : we are pleaſed to call Antinomians, by: the forge of: . : 85 1 
I bs your pernicious principles, will ſome time or or "1 : 


= "ec be drawn into fin; but we have a. power to Keep 
"OY 4 ourfelyes from ſin... We have rationality and . q 
6 « Agency; by which We have a power not only of being 


WE 6c governed by the law, but even of fulfilling-the_ - re 
= 5 "ac law. The little born, ſpoken of by the e ; = 


. os by St. Joho, in the Revcletions; bad a.” 2 
vouib ſpeaking great things. . 1 To. 8 25 3 I a 5 
It may be! aſked, whether they were not graciohs - * 
men and experienced miniſters, by order of whom 
. 3 . . 28 letter was ſigned, and in whoſe name it was pub 
* 2.5 50 e Whether the churches, Se in that h 3 
RT Tn .  aſlciation-.. 5 
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catch were not ſound in the fa th? fetter C1 
= they" do not profeſs, in their title page, to hold the os 5 Bi 
doQrines of eternal and perſonal election, original '"_ 
{Bs particular redemption, free juſtification'by the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, efficacious grace in 
15 regenetation, . the _ POTS? — 23 e 4 
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a offs 15 5 . 8 ' J 
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-»Þanſwer; the nila character of an individuat © 1 
9250 not prove a doctrine to be true dt falfe; As to 5 1 
the doctrines which theſe churches once he'd; WT. 5.004 4 
- which they now profeſs to hold, if the ſentiments bp 7 
contained in the Letter are ſubverſive of thoſe doc- e 4 
trines, it muſt render the ſentiments ſo much ne ; ' 
more dangerous; beoguiSWple” minds may not per- . af 
ceive their perniciouſ . If a paper of pow- 
dered arſenic ſhould: he ebe table, with an 2 
ey on calling it p ſugar candy, erg To 
-- would be more danger of fonte perſon eating of 1 lt. * 
er if the inſcription gave us to underſtand that 5 1 * 
. was wrapped up in that RT? ot 8 


mY > 


As. my real intention in conſenting to this 1 1 
d, is to detect error, and to declare my real and 
e ſentiments, the friends of truth will eaſily ; 
* overlook the plainneſs of the language. As to my 
enemies, I expect no quarter from them, for I can 
1 ſay that they have hitherto ſtuck at nothing to 
4s my character; thanks be to God, L am enabled 
10 teſtify of the deeds of the fleſh that they are evil, 
ald that there is no other name under heaven given 5 5 : 
unto men, whereby they can be ſaved from ſin, but 
only the name of our ord Jeſys Chriſt, . 
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1 . be 1 to hs that God has no 
plüGeaſure in wickedneſs, that all unrighteouſneſs is 
| fin, and that without holineſs no man can ſee the 
Lord; in chat caſe I am an Antinomian. Does it 
follow, that our Lord encouraged licentiouſneſs in 
others, or allowed it in himſelf, becauſe he was cal- 
led by Phariſees the friend of - ſinners ? Daes it 
* follow, that the doctrines charged with Antinomi- 
aniſm have atendency to licentiouſneſs, becauſe up- 
_ braided as ſuch by thoſe who know as little of the 
power of divine grace, as they do of  the:treachery 
ol their own hearts? How affectionately does St. 
| Paul expoſtulate with the Galatians: on this very | 
point. © At fir (ſays the) you received me as an 
angel of. light, and I bear you record, that if it 
„ bag been poſſible, _ you would | have Nucted out 
gur own eyes. id dee given them lo me; am I, 
-- * therefore, become your enemy becauſe J tell you the 
ub. They zealouſly affeft you, but not well; 

I. e. certain judaizing teachers (who crept. into 
dhe churches of Galatia, teaching that they ought to 

. be circumciſed and keep the law) ſo prejudiced che 

8 churches againſt St. Paul, that they would not hear 
him; for ne complains, in his epiſtle to Timothy, | 
lll they of Ala art turned away from me. 
No wonder if thoſe who preach-the ſame doctrines 
meet with the ſame treatment: no wonder if thoſe 
0 publicly avow the ſentiments contained =_ 
ide Baptiſt Circular Letter, ſhould ſay all man- 
| ner of evil WE: thoſe da maintain the con- 
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V 
Feldt of my own 1 yet relying upon 
him who has promiſed to be mouth and wiſdom 
to his people, I reſt aſſured that God will not ſuffer 
his own truths to be materially injured by the weak- 
neſs*of his poor ſervant, who looks up to him for 
direction and aſſiſtance, for wiſdom and ſpiritual un- 
| derſtanding. My hearts deſire and» prayer to God 
1s, that the Spirit of truth may lead us into all truth. 
If I peak evil, bear witneſs of the evil, but if right, 
-whoſoever he be that ſmiteth me, he ſhall hear his 
own judgment. Nevertheleſs, God forbid that 1 
ſhould ceaſe to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe, 
and perſecute me: being ready to give an anſwer 
to every one that ſhall aſk me a'reaſon of the hope 
1 is in me; with meekneſs and fear, 
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_ - dy DEAR > Fans, V 
1 IN compliance with your a: 1 ſend you aw. 
__— , freeſt thoughts of the ſentiments contained in the 
_ _ Citcular Letter, publiſhed by the miniſters and meſ- 
=_ ſengers of ſeveral Baptiſt churches, at their late aſſo- 
it ” cation; holden at Auleeſter, in the county of _ | 
_ witk, on the 6th and 7th days of June, 1986. 
1 I truſt that, from the errors maintained and avow- 
a ed in that Letter, you. will ſce the neceſſity of oppoſ- 
i | . ing that particular term or phraſe, The law a rule 
= „ life. or conduf? 10 a believer;” as 1 doubt nat 
'F but I ſhall be able to make it appear to your fulleſt | 
5 atisfaction, that the arguments, by which the Bap- 


_ tifts, in their Letter, attempt to prove the law to be 
a rule to a believer, are contrary, not only to 1 84 55 
ture, but to the doctrines avowed in the title= "=P 
ol the letter, ſuch as * eternal and perſortal: eleftion, 5 
V gripinal fin, particular rademption, 7 5 Juſtification 
i / the righteouſneſs of Chriſt en. ie 
 * Teems impoſſible to reconcile man's free agency 
= - with eternal and perſonal election, and particular 
| A ' redemption 3 or man's capacity to obey and keep 
N j tte law with original fin; or man's perſonal righte= 
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ouſneſs, with free juftification by the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt imputed, It is poſitively and expreſaly _ 
" affirmed in the Baptiſt Letter, that man has a ca- 

Pacity of being governed by, and obeying the law, 

as being a rational creature, à free agent, and as 
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Len nn 
Magen, AGAINST HIS WILL, cer/ainly there — | 
ge neither fin nor bolineſs in bis aBions.” 
Theſe are the grounds upon which the law is to 

. * eſtabliſhed as a rule: rationality, free agency, free 
will, and man's capacity to obey the law, J cite 
* paſſages of ſcripture, 10 prove aſſertions (they ſay) 

A to upbraid their readers with  egregrons - ignorance 
* the New Teftamint.” Therefore, without 
bringing one ſingle tent of ſcripture, to prove ſuch 
important points of doctrine, the believer is laid 
* .oxbrzk AN OBLIGATION TO FULFIL THE raw.“ 

Surely they muſt have drynk deep of the golden 
cup full of abominations, who can ſay that fallen 


man can abey and keep, yea, rule the law; 


| _ theſe are the drunkards of Ephraim, who are ſpoken 
bol by the prophet Ifaiah, ch. xxyiii, who are ſwal- 
| towed up of wint, and are out of the way through frog | 
mint, who err in viſion and fumble in judgment, to 
.._ © whom the Lord ſays, this is the ci wherewith ye may 
Pauſe the weary 10 reſt, and this is the refreſhing : yet 


_ -. they would not bear, But the word of tht Lord was 


5 uno them precept upon preceps, line upon lint, line pon 
ie, here @ little and there @ little, that they might go 


4 fal backward, and be broken, and ſnartd, au . 1 


- Taken. For by their on words ſuch muſt ſtand oy 
5 condemned who can adopt the language contained = 
in the Baptiſt Letter. By ou own RiGHTB- - 
e opsnttss we perfonally- honour gut Maker; We 


experience the exalred pleaſures found in the 


practice of holineſs; we enjoy communion + with = 
* 8 the teſtimony of a good coplcledeh,. and a 
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1 ſenſe of the EIS of J api; 1 
© Do we, by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, perſonally 
te honour God? Do we by that righteouſneſs exper 
60 rience the-exalted pleaſures found-in the practice 


te of holineſs ? Doth the righteouſneſs of 3 Re- 

* deemer capacitate for communion with God ? Is 
t it by that we enjoy the teſtimony. of a good con- 
s ſcience, and the delightful ſenſe: of the approba- 
ke tion of Jehovah ? ? Surely not, the-righteouſneſs 
. of Chriſt not anſwering theſe important purpoſes, 


e can never ſupply the place of our own perſonal 


: 18 ends can be anſwer 


© Obedience to the moral 1 by which ALONE theſe 5 


23. . 
* 
* 
». A 


May the Lord ever hep me ge 50 5 


: | fuck blaſphemous ſentiments as theſe, and detect 


tuch damnable hereſies, which have a 204 — . 


dieſtroy the very foundations of our faith. | 
happy, therefore, that vou have given me an = 
2 Portunity of ſtating my objections to that particular 
. Phraſe, ſo much inſiſted upon, 5 The law a rule of 

de life or conduct to a believer ;” which] werte to 
8 115 in the following manner 


F irſt, I would endeavour to prove that — * N 


| 5 was not given * ſuppoſition chat man 0 5 


N 3 


Secondly, 1 would. endeavour to ſhew, that the 


WET” W is abſolutely and entirely deliyered from 


5 law. 2 N 
- Thirdly, I would anſwer the lending objeftions 
generally made to. that doctrine, which holds, that 
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— ly, I he OED 8 it is to be ade - 
the law, and what | it is to be delivered from-the law, 
Firſt, Lam to prove that the law was not oO 
pon ſuppoſition: that man could keep it. 1 1 © oy 
It is admitted in the Baptiſt Letter, that ir would = : "42 
Be abſurd to ſay that the law was a rule, if man bad 
vu capacity of keeping it + they ſay,” man has this 
capacity, and it lies upon me to prove, that man has 
not this capacity. The whole diſpute ſeems to turn 
upon this-very point; I am thankful, therefore, that 
the ſcriptures ſpeak. ſo poſitively and expreſsly to it, 
it is ſaid, The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, it is 
10. ſubjel to the lat of God; neitber indeed can it be “*. 
Again, St. Paul ſays, J conſent to the law that ii 1 
| good, but how to perform that which is good I And not +. 
In another place he ſays, The law' is ſpiritual, hut * 
2 carnal, ſold under ſin F. If man is not ſubject to 
the law of God, what becomes of his capacity, and 
of being governed by it? If St. Paul found not 
how to perform that which was good, Where was his 
power to keep the law ? If the law 1s ſpiritual, 
reaching to the inmoſt thoughts and intentions of 
the heart, how can it be fulfilled by one, the ima- 
dinations of "_ heart are ny evil, 0 * con- 
r 2 : 

In anſwer to this, it is . 2180 . was 
dhe law given, if man could not keep it? I bleſs 
Sod, that this queſtion too has been anſwered by an 

: | red apoſtle, wherefore then ſerveth the law? It was 
added becauſe f - tranſgreſſions; i. e. to thew _ 


| = F Rom: vil. 7. f Ibid vii. 16, f Ibid vii. 14. 5 Gal, fl. bs: 


W . 14 2 
8 3 tranſgreſſor. — 
de brought to prove, that the law was not given 
u upon ſuppoſiion that man conld keep it, but in or- 
deer to ſhew him that he could not keep it. By rhe 
do the hnowledge of fin ; it diſcovers the exceeding 
 ffulngſe of fin ; concludes all under fin , that every 
© mouth might be ſtopped, and the. whole * 1 
c _ come guilty before God 5. 
. children of tranſgreſſion ? Sin we. con- 
SEE ceived i in ſin and ſhapen in iniquity? Are we by 
nature children of wrath? If we are, then OY 
can be conceived, more abſurd than to ſuppoſe, that 
man ſhould be poſſeſſed of a power of keeping cat 
la, under which he lies a condenmed criminal, 
Waiting the execution of the ſentence alrendy paſſed 
vpon him; for, by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to oondemnation |; and our Lord ſays; be 
that believeth not is condemned already J. As con- 
demned criminals, then, we are bound to fulter the | 
_ Puniſhment which the law requires. 
It is certain that God knew the weakneſs 904 Gt 
= of fallen man, and the extent and ſpirituality of his 
oon law, when he gave it upon mount Sinai; there - 
ſore, to ſay that God gave the law upon mount 
Sinai, upon ſuppoſition that man could keep it, is 
to charge him with the greateſt folly, and to con- 
tradict the true end and e. of the law's d 
given. 1 85 
| That man had power 10 keep the law, and a 
copaciry of being goveemey by it, as ng as he con- 


3 Rom. Hi. 20. + Ibid vii. 13. 4 Gal. ike 224 $ Rom. iii. 19- 
3 mary v. 78. 1 John! me 18. | | 
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| * * 8 
"+ in a ſtate of innocency; is * 8 
but now, 2s tranſgreſſors, all are equally concluded 
under fin, and ſhut up under the law ; 3 as Ss = 

ſchoolmaſter, is to bring us unto Chriſt. : 

That diſplay of the covenant of wich which 
God made upon mount Sinai, was clearly intended. 
ta ſhew, that, under that cavenant, he was a con- 
ſuming fire, and could not be approached. We 
read that the Motent burned With fire, with blackneſs, 
and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the voice of words; 
which voice, they that heard entreated that the wurd 
| ſhould not be ſpoken ta: them any more, for they coul 
not endure that which was commanded ; and if ſo: much 
as 4 beaſt. touched. the mountain, it was to he ftoned, or 
thruſt thraugh with @ dart; and ſo terrible was thi. 
Nu. that Moſes. ſaid 1 exceedingly fear and quale. . 
y the moral law given upon mount Sinai, con- 
tained in ten commandments, and written upon two. 
tables of ſtone, I underſtandthe covenant of works. 
The manger in which: Moſes broke the tables, ſuf- 
- -ficiently proves, that it was a broken covenant. It 
is certain that che law given upon mount Sinai, was 
in ſubſtance the fame as, that given to Adam in the 

Garden: for, though the lay given to Adam in 

the Garden, was contained in one prohibition, viz. 

© not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
< goad and evil;" and che law given upon maung 

Sinai was divided inta ten diſtinct heads; yet nothing 
was, thereby ſuperadded'to the law given to Adam 
in an. becauſe chat which was fin after | 


FI 
*% 


earn, *: Heb. all. , t b4 * | 


4 giving of the "Op upon mount Sinai, was ks be- 
| fore that law was given; this St. Paul clearly 
proves, until the law, fin was in the world; but in 
—_ 1 i not imputed where there is no law*; this is cer- 
== © train, becauſe eth reigned from Adam to Moſes ; now 
=_ „ no: law is, there is no tranſgreſion. I muſt 2} 
ſerve, too, that the conditions Cr Wt do and 
ie tranſgreſs and die: . 
In anſwer to this, a diſtinction is generally e 
between the law as a covenant, and the law as a rule? 
1 that, though the believer is delivered from it as 
aà covenant; neverthele fs, it is ſaid, that he is ſtill un- 
Aaeer it as a rule. That the law is an eternal ſtan- 
dard of holineſs, and a rule of judgment, fo that all 
-* + who are found under it wilt de condemned by 
it, is readily granted; but to ſay that the believer 
is under the law, is unſcripgural; neither can this 
5 diſtinction be admitted, for the reaſon given in the 
Baptiſt Letter : viz. ce % admit tbe law as a rule, is 
< to. ſuppoſe a capacity in man of Gone he and ef 
40 being governed by it.. 

It muſt certainly diſcover the groſfeſt . 
ok the nature, end, extent, and ſpirituality of the 
law, to affirm that any of the fallen ſons and daugh- | 

tte of Adam (except the God man)” could poſſibly 
=  falfil the law. To affirm this, is truly Antinomi- 
bt aniſm: for Who is againſt the law, ſo much as he 
who affirms; that fallen man can perſonally keep it, 
yea fulfil it? The Pfalmiſt ſays, thy commandment 16 
; — 1 broad ** ; bot if TID fallen man can ä 


% 


* 


* "BO „ th 21 1 "P Pſa. exix. . 


. 3 ; E 8 9 5 RI i * : 
Lena keep and fulfil it, it is exceeding narrow 


befides, if man could perſonally fulfil it, then Chriſt 
has died in vain. No man, I am ſure, who has ever 


been Killed by the law, or to whom the righteouſ- 


nefs of Chriſt had'ever been revealed, conld Sreſhith 


to fay, that man can perſonally fulfil the law. 1 
would judge no man in that ſenſe: of which St. 
Paul ſpeaks, yet every man will be judged ac- 
cording to his obedience or diſobedience to the 
goſpel; he that believeth, and is baptized (by one ſpirit 
into one body) ſhall be Javed 3 "er be nts PORTED not 


. ou be damned.” 
The greateſt eonfillica ariſes foal! not daily 


5 _ diſtinguiſhing between obedience to the moral law, | 
and obedience to the goſpel. If obedience is 


ſpoken: of in ſcripture, the natural man immediate- 


ly ſuppoſes that it means perſonal obedience to the 


moral law. If the commandments are ſpoken of, 


he ſuppoſes that the ten commandments are meant; 
1 if the law is ſpoken of, he knows of no law but 


the law of works, under which he lives But St. 
Paul ſpeaks of obedience to the goſpel, the wrath of 


| God i is revealed againſt all thoſe who obey not the goſpel. 


There are two commandments given by our Lord, 


= to believe and love; as well as*ten e ng 


given by Moſes; there is the law of faith, as well 


; as the law of works; the law proceeding. from 
© mount Zion, as well as the law given upon mount 
Sinai. , From not making this diſtin&ion, many paſ-. 

_ ſages, which ſpeak of obedience to goſpel, are un- | 

derſtood as if ſpeakjng of man's perſonal obedience 

i the, moral la: to obey the goſpel, is to believe 5 
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iy 1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, mo. Gifbawi to his. ee, 
_ouſneſs. Lie who thus obeys the goſpel, and ſubs 
bi © mits to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in the eye of = 
la is one «bo _doeth righteouſneſs, and. is righteous 

' even. as Cbriſ is righteous; for. bis righteouſneſs is 
unto all, and upon all them that believe, which, of 
_ courſe, muſt exclude all other righteouſneſs, 7 <0 

1 have thus proved. my firſt aſſertion, that, the 
Jaw Was not given upon ſuppoſition that man could 
keep it; becauſe God knew, at the time when he 
gave the law, that man could not keep it; and fo 
far from giving it upon ſuppoſition that man could 
keep it, the true deſign, for which the law was 
given, was to ſhew that he could not keep it, ſince it 
proves that to be Diſobedience, 9 ea 
to be Obedience. nr 

- Secondly, 1 am now to pipe, in Fg nd 
place, that the believer is abſolutely and entirely de- 
| livered from the law. The end being anſwered for | 
which it was given; the relationſhip is diſſolved 
and the authority abrogated; Chriſt being the = 
of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believ- 
eth, by whom tranſgreſſion was finiſhed, and an end 
vas made of ſin; for ſin being the tranſgreſſion of the 
law, it cannot be/jmputed where there is no law, for 
where there is no Jawddere is no tranſereſſion *. Now 
Chriſt, in his fleſh, aboliſhed the law, for by one of 
 fering of himſelf once offered, be bath for ever perfetted 
them that are ſanttified, Ss 1 — V * 1 25 
"nts 4 himjelf * oY : 
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"Hence the able; i in the 7th 66 the Romans, ſays, 


Now we are delivered from the law, that being dead, 


wherein we were beld that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs 
of pirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter. The 
* Jaw bas dominion over a man as long as it livath, ibe 
ſame as a woman, who bath a buſband, is bound ly the 
Jaw to ber huſband ſo long as be liveth; but if the 
_ Buſband be dead, be is looſed from the law of ber buſ- 
Band, "Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become 


dead To the law, by the body of Chriſt. It appears, 
from the manner in which the - apoſtle expreſſes - 


_ himſelf, that a believer has no more to do with the 
law, chan a woman has to do with a former huſ- 


band, who is dead and buried, ſhe being married ta 
another man. Again, St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the 
Galatians, makes uſe of another compariſon, equally 


"0 and ftriking, to deſcribe the believer's deliver- 


ance from the law, when he compares it to a ſchool- 
1 "the law (ſays he) is our ſcboolmaſter, to bring . 
-- us unto Chriſt; but when faith is come, we are no more 
_- ander the ſchoolmaſter *®, And in another place he 
- fays, the heir differs nothing from a ſervant, though he 


E Lord of all, but is under tutors and guardians till the - - 


iim appointed of the falber; but when that time is 
come, he is no more under tutors and guardians 4 
e ſays the apoſtle, until faith- came, we were 
kept under the” law, Hut up unto the faith which | 
ould afterwards be . We find the nature, 


end, and iſſue of a law work, clearly deſcribed in 
ma twelfth POW” to the N oy the _ | g 


% 3» $-, 
* * 
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nn 800 means avi; or that Adel 
which the ſoul goes through under the law as its 
ſchoolmaſter: we there ſee the nature oſ conviction, 
that it is an education, as our Lord ſays, he that has 
heard and learned of the father, cometh unto. me. 
The end or deſign of conviction, is to beat che e 
aff from any conceit of its on holineſs, that i it may 
be partater of Cbriſt's bolineſs;, The end, ot iſſue 
of conviction, is peace of conſcience, fer it brings 
forth the praceable fruit of right eouſneſs to them who = 
. are exerciſed iy it. The man who is brought to 
ſee, by the law, that he is accurſed and unclean, can- 
not reſt till he is brought to ſee that he has every 
thing in Chriſt, wha of Cad 2 made unto us wiſdom, 
rigbteauſueſt, ſanftification, and rademption ſo that, 
being wholly unclean by nature, by the waſhing 1 


regeacration, and renewing; of the Holy Ghoſt, he 


is made perſectiy clean, being waſhed, ſantiified, and 
 Jubified in. the name of the Lord Jau, a the Ppiric 


. our Gad. * 

That the believer i: is 3 made perfettly. Ab 
ust and faultleſs before God, is à glorious truth; 
for, to that end Chriſt. was made fin, that we might bs 
 therighteouſneſs of God in bim; if the belieper is thus 
"\ righteous, then it follows that the law has. nathing 1 to 
do with him, for it was not made for a righteqys man; 
for what things the law ſaith, it ſaith to them that 

are under the law; but VF. are not e uur, 
= under grace. 

From hence it appears, that a ö is a8 1 

uv ered from the law, as 2 woman is delivered from 


chr i. u. 5 


"her. 


1 09- 


* 


ebe 3s n e bes 


heir is delivered from his guardian, when, being of 


full age, he has taken the management of his affairs 


into own hands; or as much as a boy Wen ee 
from ſchool, is delivered from his ſchoolmaſter. 

I come now, in the third place, to unſwer . 
| leading objections which are generally made to 


that doctrine, Which, holds that the believer 5 e | 


TOR and entirely delivered from the law. 

1. The firſt objection is: this, that if the bchever 
is abſolutely and entirely delivered from the law, 
den he has nothing to reſtrain him from Siving 
looſe to his paſſions, and vicious igclinations. _ 


This objection muſt ſuppoſe the law to be à re- 
* from ſin, which is ſo far from being tiue, that 


dy reaſon of the corruptions of our heart, it pro- 
_ vokes to ſin; for though there is nothing finful in 
the law itſelf, on the contrary, the law is holy, and the ' 
- commandments holy, juſt, and good; yet fin, ſays the 


' wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence, for the 
motions of fin, which, were by the law wrought in me, 
to bring forth fruit unto \death *. For ſuch is the 
bent and force of our corrupt nature, that the more 
ſtrictly any thing is forbidden, the more eagerly it 
is coveted. A. man fretful under the law, may be 
compared to an unruly horſe, the more he is curb- 


ed the more headſtrong he grows; for: the m 1 
vVorking wrath, and terrifying the conſcience, there. 


$a ſtirs 1 the 0 which there is in every mans 


"+ F 1 wit; 1 
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apoſtle, taking occaſion by the commandment 5 | 


Key | 
1 % * - 
: * 
Ly 
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- +1 24 © D 
i bear OP” 9 God, for the carnal mind i 1 
5 enmity againſt God. This enmity lies dormant til! 
1 5 is terrified, and the ſoul diſtreſſed; then 
po enmity appears, and the poor ſoul is brought, 
_ 6 5 with Job, to curſe the day he was born, the womb 
=. ' thatbare bim, d the paps which gave him ſuck, 
WE  _ crying ont in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, becauſe the |. 
© arrow8 of the Lord ſtick faſt i ig him, and his hand 
= 0 prefſeth him ſore, why died I not from the womb ? 
= 1 why did I not give up the ghoſt when I came out of be 
1 belly? why did the knees prevent me? and why the 
1 * 15 breaſt that I ſhould ſuck? I muſt ſuppoſe that thoſe 
—_— j who are ſo fond of the law, .never heard the voice 
of the law ſpeaking in their. conſcience, otherwiſe 
they wopld ery, with the Iſraelites, be would bear 
Ibis voice no more;. and God anſwered, they have well 
E that which they have ſpoken *,- in deſiring to 
hear this voice no more; I, therefore, will fend them | 
4 prophet from among their brethren, they ſhall hear im. 
_ He who knows any thing experimentally. 'of 
. EE ba - he law, knows that it cannot make the ſoul hate 
. the greateſt horror. and diſtreſs. imaginable 
© cannot makes the ſoul hate fin; the torments of the 
damned cannot make. the ſoul hate fin, but hate 
| (God; nothing can make the ſoul hate ſin, but the 
bene of God, ſhed alzoad in the heart by the Holy 
Ses. So that not the law, but grace teacheth us to 
5 8 3 deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live godly, 


Z 
bh ' righteouſly, and ſoberly in the world ; not FIG but 
Sf.» 5 | 
3x F MN Joye, conſtrains us not to ſin, N 
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| The next e is 1 ; i the 1 be not * 


: the rule, the believer has nothing wb he may | 
_ regulate his conduct. 4 


This okjection ſuppoſes hs law. to be a perfect, 


| and the only proper rule of conduct; if perfect, it 
muſt needs teach vs the whole of our duty, but this 
it does not, for the law makes nothing perfect, nei- 
_ ther does it leave any room for repentance. and 
3 faith, much leſs does it teach us to depend upon the 
_ righteouſneſs and blood of Chriſt for ſalvation. It 
is generally ſuppoſed that the law is a perfect copy _ 
_ or_ tranſcript of the moral perfe&ions of Deity. _ 
This cannot be, if mercy is a perfection of Deity : 

for though the law diſcovers the juſtice and holi- 


neſs of God, yet there is not the leaſt trace of mercy. 


ther, righteouſneſs and, peace kiſs each other. There. 


for a tooth; the goſpel fays, if thy brother 5 5 


againſt thee ſeventy times ſeven, forgive him,— N 


Which ſhall we make our rule? 3 
As this objection ſeems to ariſe from a concern be | 


we are enemies to morality, in attempting to ſet the 
law aſide as a rule; and, indeed, it is commonly in- 


1 1 N 


fa . g © 
o& © 4 


do be found in the law itſelf, only in ſubſerviency to 23 
the goſpel, where alone mercy and truth meet toge- 


is not a commandment in the law which i is not more I 
clearly expreſſed in the precepts of the goſpel, 
- whilſt che law ſays, an eye for an eye, and a tooth 


morality and good manners, it may be thought that mo 


 finvated that we wiſh to be delivered from the law, +. | 
that we might continue in fin. But, ſays the apoſtle, ©; £1 
Hall we continue in Vn, that grace may abound? God 
—r__ 1 Heu ſhall we, 0 are dead zo fin, live any . 
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never has the law written in the fleſhly table of his 


5 - Jui in newneſs of ſpirit®, not going back to the-co- 


” doing ſervice as unto the Lord; for, ſeeing the law = 


. law by which he ſees himſelf condemned. Let hell 
_ -defire of his ſoul, is to live more and more in con- 


miſtake to ſuppoſe that we are againſt the morality 


higheſt indignity offered to the eternal majeſty of 
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r Sin all not de dominion over 
vou, for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
The real truth of the matter lies here, the be« 


beart, whereby be ſerves not in the oldneſs of the letter, 


venant of works, as contained in ten command- 
ments, and written upon two tables of ſtone, which y 
is the oldneſs of the letter, but with good-will, 


fulfinled by Chriſt, he can ſay, I delight in the la of 
God after the inner man; ; and can cry gut, Ob! bow 
Ive thy law! But it is impoſſible for an undeliever, 
whatever he may 47. 60 857 love or to delight in that 


and the curſe be removed out of the believer's fight, 
and from his conſcience, neverthelefs, the earneſt 


fortnity to the divine will, more and more devoted 
0 his God and Saviour: therefore, it is a great 


of the law, becauſe we ſay that the believer is abſo- 
lutely and entirely delivered from it; it is not becauſe 

we diſapprove of the morality of the law, or that 

we would refuſe to be tried by the lau, in reſpect 
ol our conduct in life Berore men, that we object 
to that phraſe, the law a rule of life; but it appears 
to me, not only an infult to common ſenfe, but the 


3 i _ that v we obſerve the law as A rule, 


* 


8 5 when, 


P * = N 4 * 
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when, at the ſame time, we live in the wilfdl-and "Y 
' lowed violation of the fourth commandment, which 
ſays, the ſeventh day is the ſabBath : how then can 
the law be obſerved as a rule, when the Bow Gap"! Is. 
_ obſerved, and not the ſeventh? 

The great objection to the phraſe i 1s RETAIL 
venant of works being fulfilled by Chriſt, no longer 
exiſts, as to the believer, under the form of a law; 
for there can be no law without a ſanction the 
ſanction of the moral lay is the curſe. There is 
no curſe, ns: condemnation to them that are in Cbrit 
Jeſas; therefore, the ſanction being taken away, tho _ 
| covenant of works, as tba beligver, exiſts no more 
under the form of a U. It Fimpadible to under - 
ſtand the ſeriptures, unleſs the two (covenants bes 
kept each in its proper place: the la is good, if * 
man uſe it lawfully e; but the: law is net af faith, | 
As to that diſtinction which is generally 6 
2 rs the law as a covenant, and the la as a = 
I can only ſay, that it has been adopted by ſome able 
writers, who, I believe, were honeſt in their diſtinc- 
tion, and for whoſe memory I ſtill retain a ſincere 
 veneragion; but I cannot ſuppoſe that the elders 
and meſſengers, who publiſhed this Cireular Letter, 
were honeſt in tbeir diſtinction, becauſe, in one 


e dily allow, and in which we greatly rejoice, that 
* believers are delivered from the law, as a covenant 
4 * * Fe: yet, n another N * a is _ 


den. 1. 4. 


place they ſay, © it is a glorious truth, which we rea- 
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as it offers tewards according to obedience. Let 
4 which the law propoſes; by the rewards of the 
E tained, either in obedience to its authority, or in 


e conſequerice of obedience. Is 


dytrally ariſes from a perfgrm 
requires; but there is ſomething which looks like 


und pleaſure: Hawnearly daes * reſemble the 
popiſn dodtine of ſupererogation? * 


ir the law. as à covenant, and the law as a rule, it is only 
im pretence, for it is preſerved ſtrictiy in its cove- 
Y gant form, and TILE! NPR 1 „ of the 
firſt covenant. "IM 
. => ſhould: be Soy" to „ Gier . Ys or 
RO wet agree in ſentiment, and for my | own part 
e would readily give up any Phraſe, if znother 
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kick none can object. 1 would, | therefore, 
Propoſe this phraſe, the. ſcriptures are the rule 
_ *of faith and practice; ſurely this. is as exten- 
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— ta 


fue of life; to which, for my own part, I cannot 
conſent, becauſe it implies that the believer is un- 
deer the . as many as 4! 


ir oh ww 2 
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a to be under the uy in its covenant DIM 1 
dus now (they ſay Nake ſome notice of the rewards 
« Jaw, we mean that happineſs which is to be ob- 


ot / this the 
covenant of works? Is not Ber great encourage 
ment to work ? Not only that happineſs which na- 
ance of what the law 


over wages, Which che divine being promiſes to 
©<4; beſtow an che obegjent, ofthis ſovereign good-will 


As to the:diftin&tion made in their — RS e BY 


camabe found to which all parties can agree, and 


ſive i in its meaning as to ſay, that the law is a 


7 the works ad the law 


are 


WK. i 27 


Sb ths curſe*; if ſo, the " HIM ey. x 


2 and goſpel liberty is at an ec. * 

To ſay that the believer needs the written lov of. 
ten commandments: to regulate Nis conduct, is to ſet 
alide the Jaw. of the ſpirit of life in Cbriſt Jeſus, which 


ſets bim free. from the law of fin and death f; by this, 


_ thoſe elders, * through faith obtained a good re- 
port, muſt certainly have regulated their conduct; 


for the written lat "was not given till 430 years af. 


"6x, the: promiſe made to Abraham. There is 

; but one Lord, one faith, onę baptiſm, one Holy A 
one God. ond Falber of ali, % is above all, and 
. through all, and in yon, allt. A believer in every 
age always ſuſtained tho ſame character, and as. ma 
4 are tbe ſons of God are lad by th; Spitit of God; and 


not under the law &: for the ſpirit ſurely is a ſufficient 


guide, without any. other direction and aſſiſtance, 5 
and to this purpoſe it was given at the day of Pen- 
teboſt, as a apention diſtinct 1 on Sing: diſ. "ih 


; penſarion, . 9 
Here lies the difference baron. 4 bee N 


5 an unbeliever, the one Is n che ane my other 
is under grace. 


Fourthly, I come n ont to . rs By 5 18 to 175 Y 
= the law, and n, it is 10 be Galirered from 5 
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if ti . 


. £ if ud by tbe Spirit of Fed, the apoſtle ſays; ye are 5 


To be under che Jaw: is 10 3 vader! its ſencence, wo 


knowledge of God, withour love to God, and with, 5 


. ' Gal, fl 900 10. * Ram, "EE 1 Eph, iv. 5 5” 0. v. 1 
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- ir ven vill to be ee * the way which God N 
; | "has appointed, . © 
Th If 1 was\ ro deforibe- e (wha are under the 
| Laing" I ſhould fay Mr only the openly profane, but 
tze man wh reſts in kis moral character, in out- 
©, ward reformation; in the profeſſion” of religion, in 
—_— ftri& attendance upon religious HMreiſes, in the 
Iiteral knowledge of the ſcriptuges, in any particu- 
lar ſyſtem or ſentiment; cet à ſenſe of God's 
pardoning love, by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt; is 
certainly under the law; for though religion obliges 
do morality, to edformution, to profeſſion, to attend- 
Ane upon religious exerciſes, and to the maintain- 
ing of certain ſentiments, yet it does not confiſt in 
ſttteſe things, Theſs things may be where there is 
no true religion, but there.can be ry gon 
1 I where theſe things are wanting, 5 5 
It is certain from the word of ( -ocline a man 
; uy go far in religion, and yet remain mut up un- 
der the law; deſtitute of ſaying grace : a man may 
feel diſtreſs and horror, even to deſpair, like Cain 
and Judas; he may be deeply humhled, as Ahab; 
ne may ſeek repentance diligently with tears, like 
Eſau, and yet be loſt. It is certain that he may 
preach and prophecy, like Balaam or Saul; he 
may pe ae for the truth, as Jehu; or, accord- 
| Ing to St. Paul, be mgy have all knowledge, and under- 
Rand all myſteries z be may give bis body to be burnt, and 
| bis goods to feed the poor, yet if be bas yot ebaritys, that 
is fy ap. 3s "ROS? 85 Is - turning Points 
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PEELED CS A 29 1 . 
this determines our true cherer? aſenſe of God's 
pardoning love, by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And then hope maketh not aſhamed, when the love 
5 of God is ſbed abroad in the beaff by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Faith delivers from the law; before faith came we 
way hope under the law, ſbut up unto the faith which 
— ſhould be afterwards revealed; wherefore, the daW 
was our. ſchoolmaſter, to bring us unto Chriſt, that we 
| might be juſtified by faith ; but after that faith is r come, ; 
dus are no longer under ihe ſchoolmaſter.. wn 
Since faith delivers from the law, and ede 5 
1 the ſoul into a new ſtate, by tranſlating it from dark- 
meſs unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
I. hall briefly explain che nature and effects of lernt br 
faith, according to the ſcriptures. , . 
I Would entirely lay aſide the various ane 
= and diſtinctions of faith, which prevail according. 
to the different creeds and confeſſions of profeſſing 
_ . chriſtians, and confine my thoughts to the ſcrip- 
tures, from which I learn that there is but one true 
ſaving faith, ang Wat muy iy ſhort of that is a 
Pp ©! TR 
St. Paul * 278, faith is the ſabſtance of things 85 
icy for; and the evidence of things not ſeen; 1. e. faith 
þ gives the ſoul the real and actual poſſeſſion and en- 
Joyment of that happineſs. which all hope for, and 
wWuich all are ſeeking; upon believing, ſays the apoſtle 5 
(not after ye believed, as it ſtands in the common 
_ tranſlation), ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit 1 
- Promiſe which is the earneſt of our inheritance: faith, 
likewiſe, is a full demonſtration, a deciſive evi- 
FE; fence, a clear engen of Tas things which eye 
_— : hath © 
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Z bath a les e ae lee bie dent he Se 
Into the btart of nan to conceive, otherwiſe than by 
the tevelation of God's ſpirit ; but; ſays the apoſtle, 
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God hath revealed th 


to us'by. his. Spirit, the Spirit 


ö ' ſearchath; all things, jea, the deep things of God ; for 


what, man, knoweththe things of a man ſave the ſpirit 
' of a. man which, is in him, even. ſo. the things of God 
tuoweth no man but the-Spirit: of God ;, the natural 
man receives not the things: of the: Spirit of God, neither | 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
That faith is the gift of God, and of the imme- 
Pia operation. of his Spirit, is clear from many ex- 
== ſeriptures ; it is ſaid, that uo man can call Tefus 
Tord, but by the: Holy Ghoſt; St. Paul ſays; writing 
to the Theſſ. f our. goſpel came not in word only, but 
Wo in Power,. and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſ- 
ane: and in his epiſtle to the Romans þ, he ſays, 
Jan not aſhamed of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, for it is 
| the. power. of Cod 10 ſalvation to every one that. be. 
bievelh, for therein. the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is revealss | 
ed from faith to faith, and bis prayer is that oa = 
would fulfil the work. of faith with power; where : 
this is not the caſe, faith is dead, as clearly appears 
from what. St. James ſays$, what doth. it profit, 


Though a man ſay that be hath faith, end baut not 
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works? can faith ſave bim? that is a bare aſſent of 


bo the underſtanding, without power or life. No, if a 


brother or ſiſter ſhould be naked or deſtitute of daily. 
food, it would not fatisfy thecravings of hunger, hare- 
* tofay, be thou Aled s Ws ond it warm Nen 5 
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barely to ſay. be thou cloathed, unleſs they are actu- 
ally ſupplied with thoſe things wHich ate needful for 
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them; even ſo faith, unleſs it appropriates Chriſt, 


does in no wiſe profit the ſoul ; for except ye eat the fleſb 
and drink the blaod of the Son of man, ye have no life. 

in you. St. James tells us, that Abraham was fi- 
fied by works ; that is, by the work or act of faith, 
not by his perſonal obedience to the moral law for. 
the work, by which Abraham was ſaid to be juſtifi- 


ed, was contrary. to the moral law, viz. offering 


up his ſon; in like manner Rahab is ſaid to be juſ- 
tilied by works; now the works by which ſhe is ſaid 


to be juſtified, were contrary. to the moral. lav, b ber 


traying her country and telling liese. 
The work of which St. James ſpeaks, can 1 5 
| nothing elſe but the work or act of faith, and this 
work of faith always pertains to the conſcience, for. _ 
he myſtery of faith lies in a pure conſcience, faith % F 


- puyifies the heart, as the apoſtle ſays, ye have purified .. 
the heart by obeying the truth *, through n 
7 the ſpirit, aud belief of the fruth 18 

This is the moſt important enquiry in 1 


perſon can be engaged to examine himſelf ua . 
he be in the faith. It may perhaps be aſked, how, 
and by what rule ſhall he examine himſelf, by chart 

marks and evidences ſhall he prove himſelf? why, - 
ſaysche apoſtle, in the ſame verſe, know | ye not. even 
of yourſelves that Feſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be re- 
probates I; as if he ſhould-ſay,; is it poſſible for = 


" « ſoul to heros ay a Poe, wi hour HA; 
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> 6 2 ertain or happy concluſion, as to its true eſtate. 


. I: inſiſted upon, bur all this may be ſeen of men; re- 
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ing ie?” The g eat queſtion is e Ae wy te- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt? St. John ſays, hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the ſpirit which he 
8 given us: and again“, the ſame apoſtle ſays, 
we know that we dwell in him an be in us, betauſe be 
bath given us of bis ſpirit; and again, be that believ- 
eb bath the witneſs in himſelf ; and again, by this we 
mah aſſure our hearts before bim; if our heart condemn 
ns, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
Beloved, if aur eee wy * have and 
confidence towards God. - N - 
There are many ok _ n Jaid dowd, 
dy which profeſſors are often called upon to examine 
themſelves, which muſt neceſſarily take the eye off 
fromthe right object, which is Chriſt; conſequently, 
muſt bring darkneſs and diſtreſs upon the ſoul, and 
which, after all, never can bring the ſoul to ay. 


Sometimes diſtreſs of mind is made a mark or "oY 

as Vece, and conviction is to be looked upon as 
converkon; but if a ſoul is really convinced, it 
never will be ſatisfied till the Lord ſpeaks peace by 
| his ſpirit; for conviction is ſo far os being con- 
verſion that our Lord makes it a proof of the want 
öͤf faith, for he ſays the ſpirit is ſent to convince of 

En, becauſe they do not believe. Reformation, pro- 
- . many other ſuch like marks, are often 


gion is beſt determined by what piſſes between 
08 we the ſoul in Oy. and: _w_ 8 98 which | 
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_ xakes place i in \ the ſoul upon believing, can only be 
effected by the mighty power of God, by which he 
is brought from being under the law, to experience 
- the glorious and happy liberty of God's dear children. 
I would now ay make two or three remarks, ö 
6 and commend you to God, and to the word of his g : Þ 
3 which is able to build you up, e FN. 


an inheritance among all them that are ſanRified. oo» 


3 the doctrines maintained in the Baprifh 
. may ſee the danger of admitting anx #3 
Hater term, any doctrine or article of faith, which 


. or phraſe, the law a rule of life ot 
eonduct, an attempt is made to ſet up man's per- 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

If che juſtification of ſoul is to de 1 IE 
 fanfification, and ſanctification is to be proved . 
our obedience to the moral law, then the evidenee 
_ the ſpirit muſt be excluded in Juſtification z thy foul | 
never can come to any reſt or peace. 
Hence we find, that perſons are often: Sade 
Joo into themſelves for that which they can never 
find; inſtead of looking unto Chriſt, who, of God, „ 


made unto the believer, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, Ty” 
. and redemption. „„ 
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That there is a deſire a d diſpoſition i in the mind 1 4 


of every true believer, ariſing from a ſenſe of God's : ; 
love and maintained by God's ſpirit, to live in. con- 
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cannot clearly be proved from the ſcriptures, for 1 


bonal righteouſneſs, ro the efectual excluſion of be I «x 


bw Ns 3 
Ix : 


x; formity 1 to the divine will, and continually to enjoy x, 
communion with God, is ever to be inſiſted upon. 4s as. 1 ; -4Þ 2M 
 theefſes or Faith, Det thi 5 * „ he | = 1 
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truths of the goſpel; are ſufficien | 
ee ak the Ic. 
f Believer is not 2 deliver 
lau, the doctrine of joſti 
5 - overturned, and Chriſt 

Phet prieſt, and king; 

o hear him; as our prie 
e and . an en of 
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3 * Lords to ; return let! us ta E * ſtones 3 Were 
=: 5 - © againſt-us, and contrary to us, out of the e ü 
_ . 200 we have ſuch an high. prieſt over the e 
= _ Soc, let us draw near, with a true heart, in full 
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Having thus briefly ſtared ny objections to that 
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. ; phraſe; che law a rule of life I leave you to 1 
Fe . What has been thus Aightly touched 
+ with earneſt prayer, tet the Lord in infinite f 
8 Would accompany- it; with his bleſhng: 
K me 5 with real concern for our; 
your ſincere friend "—_ * 
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